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r am writing to express my long-n11'lning concern about the Itlck of a VHF ~/0

television station in New Jer!;ey, and an important initiative now underway to remedy this )
inequity.

Dcar Chuimlan Uenachowski:

Recently, I was contacted by PMCM TV, a group really Lo relocate a station to
New Jersey with the obj(:;l~live offina.lly filling t11e local television prograrnming void that
cxits in most ofmy state. The principals ofPMCM are also the principals ofPress
Communicat.ions, the current liccnsce ofseveral radio stations in New Jer.sey that pUl a
emphasis on local content. M~rnbers ofthis group have all>o established and operated
televisiol1 stations and radio stalions throughout thc bastern United Stat~ for over 30
yel'lrs. They understand Lhe broadcast husiness, New Jersey's needs, and most
illlpOJ1antly the crucial need for local programming in my state.

On .Tune 15,2009, PMCM TV t1led advi~emcnt noLilications WiTh the FCC.
regarding its intention to move a commercial VHF television sLation to Nl;.lW Jersey.
FOl1lmately. Section 331 of Lhe COn1n1UnicatiollS Acl properly provides opportunities,
like the one initiated by PMCM TV~ to provide cOllunercial VHF channeJs to ~tates like
New Jersey that uo not have II full-power comme:;rc.ial VHF channel.

Whi.1e the type of filing being undertaken by PMCM TV is not common, thc:re is
Jlrecedent for it and on. a prior occasion at which time on the FCC' was able Lu act on
channeJ reallocalion within th.ree nlonths after the nutification filing. Therefore, it is my
hope that you can quickly review the PMCM TV's notifications and move forward on
providing New Jer~ey VHF chmmcJ and Lh~ Lype ofloeal programming content that ils
ov~r eight mi Ilion ,residents deserve.
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Please keep me informed regarding the FCC's action on. the llOlifu;·ation request
filed by PMCM TV and any other initiaLives the FCC will be taking to provide local
programming to New Jersey residents. Plea~e no Ilot hesitale;; to c·ontact me or DavId
Kush of my slall' aL 202-225-3765 ifyo\1 have any ftuther quc;stions regarding this
irnporLanL matter.

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Memher of COl'lgress
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THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

November 25, 2009

The Honorable Christopher Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

Thank yOll for your letter regarding the application filed with the Commission by PMCM
TV concerning the proposed move of a commercial television broadcast station to New Jersey
pursuant to Section 331 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended. I appreciate the
opportunity to update you regarding the status of this matter.

Section 331 of the Communications Act generally requires that the Conunission "allocate
channels for very high frequency (VHF) commercial television broadcasting in a manner which
ensures that nmless than one such channel shall be allocated to each State, if technically
feasible." Section 331 also directs the Commission to issue a license to any existing VHF
commercial television broadcasting licensee "that will agree to the reallocation of its channel to a
community within a State in which there is allocated noVHF commercial television broadcast
channel." Pursuant to these provisions, PMCM TV, the licensee of KVNV(TV), a VHF
commercial television broadcast station, nOlilied the Commission that it would agree to the
reallocation of its channel from Ely, Nevada, to Middletown Township, New Jersey.

The PMCM TV proposal to relocate KVNV from Nevada to New Jersey is under review
in the Commission's Media Bureau. The Bureau staff has observed that the Engineering
Statement that accompanied the PMCM TV application indicates that the KVNV tower site and
transmitter would be located in New York City. Given the limited availability of broadcast
spectrum in the New Jersey/New York City area, the Bureau currently is conducting technical
studies to satisfy the requirements of Section 331. The Bureau anticipates that it will complete
its analysis of the PMCM TV proposal in the near future.

I appreciate learning your views on this important matter. If I can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

v
Julius Genachowski
Chairman


